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AAVALON AMERICANA ACOUSTICS £2,750-£2,900

Avalon S320A Concert,
D300A Dreadnought &
XL340A Super Jumhbo

£2,750, £2,900 & £2,900

Avalon takes up the vintage baton with a sunburst threesome
paying homage to US acoustics of yesteryear by Jim Chapman

back and sides, the cosmetics are
tastefully simple. The sycamore
bindingadds rosewood purfling
around the front, the same
combination of woods being used
for the soundhole rosctte. There
was discussion that the rosette
‘maybe changed to mother-of-
pearl,like the dreadnoughtand
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appearance. A decisionstill tobe
made s whether to fitarosewood
orbone endpinasstandard. While
thatsmall detail isbeing mulled
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natural-finish Avalons, the final
preparation involves hand-
rubbing with fine-gritwetand
dry, achievinga distinctive, much-

disappearsagainstthe dark hue of
the timber. This i turn s why the
$320A’'s mahogany neck is left
natural, to providea visual

The D300A steps things up from the
concert’s more intimate delivery toa
full-blooded performance level

gloss look. On the ntinui nthe two

dark areas of the burst adjacent areas.
however, itwas s ke it, Aval
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prototypes were developed,
however, aconsensus emerged
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I p sound finish imperfections. Rubbing the strings thatis typical ofgood
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territory,

\m\uamnzlu e

around theback of th

instrument. T
andveryminor difference
section that

a'c’

awarm, resonantlow end that's
ithout adversely
«

where i however, is that
s «m llow-through of srummed

dominating the:

wood along the shoulders, giving

bt subtly mellower
and more fluid than on the D300,

Thesearen’t
softhe guitarasa

slightly wav,
characterist

anever-so-slightly fullergripeven | XL340A hol
hough depeh i |
Inresponse toathought thatsome | arecleartos | with hardwar
bu nta | superjumbo, itsnoattemptat otherwiseidentical to the D300A, bumm“ompmd.ﬁmm and
, Jim it say that the XL
Bldnk».ww’\v.n]ou\« ill happily slightly more rounded,andthe | ringer hasa
«H price~ | upp lenderin | profileand four- onlyaspect p
tmind 1 is

it g fe s e o the
order tobe fulfilled. Wider necks
ifdesired

17in-wide
lowerbouts. T i

you s t
could sway ‘

ebonybridge hintsat rather than

isin i
and not know you've changed restrained dynamics, though that

y fairer than that.

from

open-perimetered original. When
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S320A Concert
Gibson's 1937 1-00 (c£3,600)
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Comparing this with the

onehand thereis the superb

XL340A Jumbo

Guild’s spruce/curly maple F50
(£2,279), with solid top and

D300A Dreadnought
Gibson's Advanced Jumbo
(82, 500) is based onts first

sides and laminated arched
od

p picker. The
629mm-scale, 44 7mm-wide
neckis 14-frets-to-body. Priced
toinclude sunbursttop option,
Santa Cruz's 00 (52.999) isa
12-fretter with a 44 5mm slot-
head neck; the spruce/
rosewood body carries
herringbone top purfling. The
12-fret 00-60 (£2,905) from
Larrivée vitha >unhur5' top

back, sports shell block

markers and comes in various

colours. Gibson's $J-200

Reissue (£3,200), in natural

orvintage sunburst, s all-solid
le and

back and sides. The 145
inspired Vintage Jumbo
(£3599) from Santa Crus
e O o P
open-back
tuners. Martin's CEO-4R
(§2149) is a special-edition
Jtype with a body of premium
Adirondack spruce and
rosewood. Allthe above. in

19505 -vintage detaling. The
Brook Okement (£2,745) is
priced for full sunburstand
deluxe trim with a choice of al
solid body timbers or abalone

are 14-irets- toppuriling, Al three are 17in-

rmk wnn e

to-body with 43mm-wide necks, wide Super Jumbos.
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blossoming Timeis the
watchword, then.

Verdict
Avalonistobe applauded for
these Americanas. You might
think that the company has
truddcn awell-worn path down
the trail, and inone
sonse hatss thecase Bt along
the way it has come up withan
immensely attractive, generally
great-sounding mini series thatis
instantly and distinctively
identifiable, not only because of
the sunburst theme butalso for
the choice of seductively
\mdmm.\lhodymlcs The
mpany would ideall
et e ot e ety
asreviewed here but, as asem
custom maker producing some
400 instrumentsa year, itrealises
thatsome customers will wantto
depart from the catalogue specs -
whether of timbers or neck
widths - and ithas the flexibility
and willingness to accommodate
this. And by the way, Avalon,
where's thatlittle parlour you

[l

‘were toying with? That'd make AvalonS320A Avalon D300A
afine foursome. Over toyou... 8 i
~ | Dreadnought
PRICE: £2750 (i case) =y
ORIGIN: UK PRICE: £2.900 (inc case)
L g T TYPE:Sip dreachought
§320A Concert TOP: Sold sitkaspruce acoustic
EACHEIE S ORIGIN: UK

We like: L ooks, sounds,
handling Everything, really.
We dislike: Limited up-top

MAX RIM DEP'
MAX BODY AR

TOP: Solidsitka spruce

12 fret {en,mry

'MAX RIM DEPTH: 118mm
MAX BODY WIDTH: 404mm

Startite

CALEL

AvalonXL340A
mericana Super
Jumbo

PRICE: £2.900 (inc case)

TYPE: Jumbo acoustic

ORIGIN: UK

TOP: Sold sitka spruce:
BACK/SIDES: Sohdﬂarm maple
MAX RIM DEPTH: 120mm

MAX BODY WIDTH: 3211

SCALE LENGTH: 648mm

Top+ c\ass

esize.
e

D300A. Dreadnoughl
We fike: Diffo the cancert

406mmradius
FRETS: 18, thin

BRIDGE/SPACING: Ebony with bone
saddle/57mm

WEIGHT

‘TUNERS: Chromme diecast Grovers

Grow
NUT/WIDTH: Bone/45mm

FINGERBOARD: Bound ebory.
406mm radius
FRETS: 20, thin

a
slimmer neck, butAvaloncan

3404,
Endvm electro! :y;(sm B onrequest

WEIGHT (kg/Ib):227/50
1

406mm radius

:20, thin

BRIDGE/SPACING: Ebony with bore

saddle/57mm

WEIGHT (kg/Ib): 2.36/52

OPTIONS: See $320Aand D300A. Encpin
\ tro 5yste

provide that o
Guitarist s:ys: Inspired by the

extracost

i |

340A.

back, sdes and neck |

most elegar
ever: ticks the right retro boxes

XL340AJumbo

We like: Ditto the other two
models, more or less

We dislike: Slight finish
imperfections; dynamics have:
yet toblossom fully

Guitarist says: Theright
materials and build make this a
big, smooth-sounding strum
machine that has fingerstyle
coveredtoo
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LEFT-HANDERS: Yes, 0 extra cost

‘www.avalonguitars.com
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Test results
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